A SUMMARY OF THE SECRET
DOCTRINE

PART I
EvoLutiox

UTTING aside all technical and Sanskrit terms as far as possible,
let us try to deal in this study not with complicated and puzzling
details, but with the broadest and simplest aspects of what appears
to us to be truth. Emerson says, “\We know truth when we see
it, from opinion, as we know when we are awake, that we are awake.”

In the very beginning of this study one is confronted with two
great problems of which it is necessary to have some clear understanding
before going on. What is meant by the terms “God” and “'man"?
Many definitions of both are fully given in the theosophical manuals,
and above all in The Key to Theosophy and the Secret Doctrine, but
their very fullness is sometimes an obstacle in the path of the beginner,
and it has been thought advisable, therefore, to frame a skeleton as it were,
of the chief teachings of the Secret Doctring, to be filled out by the results
of the student's own study and reflection. [or no study, however per-
severing, no mere heaping up of facts, will be of much avail, unless
accompanied by the sifting processes of thought that shall separate
the wheat from the chaff, and prepare the bread of Life for the heavenly
banquet. But no system of philosophical or religious thought can be
formulated without some expression, however crude and inadequate,
of our conception of the Absolute Unity in whom we live and move
and have our being. In The Key to Theosophy there is a very beantiful
extract from a kabalistic poem, which expresses such a conception as
well as so lofty an idea can be expressed.

“Thou art One, the root of all numbers, but not as an clement
of numeration, for Unity admits not of multiplication, change, or form.
Thou art One, and in the secret of Thy Unity the wisest of men are
lost, because they know it not. Thou art One, and Thy Unitv is never
diminished, never extended and cannot be changed. Thon art One,
and no thought of ours can fix for Thee a limit or define Thee, Thou
Art, but not as one existent, for the understanding and vision of mortals
cannot attain to Thy existence, nor determine for Thee the where, the
how, and the why, eic, ete.”

To this majestic conception of the Divine Unity, we mav add the
theosophical teaching that all Nature, objective and subjective, what is
within vs and what is without, is, tas, and ever will be One Absolute
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Essence, from which all things proceed, and to which all things
must return. Upon the absolute identity of all spirits with the
One Spirit, depends the conception of Universal Brotherhood, the
outcome and realisation of this identity. And as all mankind is
in reality of ome Essence, infinite and eternal, whether we call it
“God" or “Nature,” or prefer to give it no name other than “Tuar,” it
follows that nothing can affect one nation or one man without affect-
ing all nations and all men, as a pebble thrown into a quiet lake sends
ripples in every direction, till they die out upon its shore, or as the
report of a cannon traverses the ether with vibrations that never end.

In the twelfth chapter of Isis Unveiled, Vol II, we find ten proposi-
tions stated as the fundamental principles of Eastern philosophy, and
slightly condensed, they read as follows:

I There is no miracle. Everything is the result of law.

II. Nature is triune; there is a visible, objective nature; an invisi-
ble, indwelling and energising nature, the exact model of the other and
its vital principle, and above these two, Spirit, source of all forces,
alone, eternal, and indestructible, The lower two constantly change;
the higher third does not.

[II. Man is also triune; he has his objective physical body; his
vitalising astral body or soul, the real man; and these two are brooded
over and illumined by the third, the sovereign, the immortal Spirit.
When the real man succeeds in merging himself with the latter, he
becomes an immortal entity. (The trinity of nature is the lock of magic;
the trinity of man the key that fits it. Isis II, 635.)

IV. Magic as a science, is the knowledge of these principles; as
an art, its application in practice.

V. Arcane knowledge misapplied 1s sorcery ; beneficently used, true
magic or \Visbom,

VI. Mediumship is the opposite of adeptship, one is controlled, the
other controls,

VIL All things that were, that are, or that will be, are recorded
in the astral light, and are visible to the initiated adept.

VIII. Races of men differ in spiritual gifts.

IX. One phase of magic is the voluntary and conscious with-
drawal of the astral body from the physical. Inert physical matter
may be disintegrated, passed through walls, and re-combined—in certain
cases and under certain conditions—but not living animal organisms,

X. The corner-stone of Magic is an intimate, practical knowledge
of magnetism and electricity, their qualities, correlations, and potencies,
and a familiarity with their effects on animals and men, as well as a
knowledge of the qualities of plants and minerals.
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These “fundamental principles,” simple as they appear on the sur-
face, comprise, if rightly understood, the most important teachings of
occultism, while the truth demands a knowledge of “the natural sci-
ences” such as is possessed by no one living man,

Another view of the fundamental propositions of the Secret Doc-
tring will give us—

(A.) An Omnipotent, Eternal, Boundless and Immutable PrixcirLE,
which is beyond the range of human thought. It is Omnipotent, because
it is Power; it is eternal, because it has neither beginning nor end; it is
boundless, because it is infinite, and is best symbolised by a sphere whose
centre is everywhere, and whose circumference is nowhere; it is
immutable because it is devoid of all attributes, and in it is neither
variableness nor shadow of turning. It is “Be-ness” rather than
Being, and is beyond all human thought or speculation,

This “Be-ness” is symbolised in the Secret Doctrine under two
aspects. On the one hand absolute, abstract Space, the one thing that
no human mind can exclude from any conception, or conceive of by
itself. To think of ourselves as somewhere, and to think of all other
things more or less distant from ourselves, as somewhere else, in fact,
is perhaps as near as we can get to an idea of Space, but it is far from
an idea of abstract Space.

On the other hand, we have absolute, abstract Motion, representing
unconditioned consciousness. And as consciousness is inconceivable to
us apart from change, Motion best symbolises change, its essential
characteristic. V. K. Clifford, the mathematician and philosopher, was
thinking of this essential characteristic of motion when he said—"In
point of fact we do nothing all day but chonge our minds.” Like the
shifting figures of a kaleidoscope, one combination of ideas is swiftly
followed by another, and one can never get the same figure twice,

This abstract Motion is the ONE L1FE, eternal, invisible, but omni-
present, without beginning or end, vet periodical in its regular mani-
festations. We have, then, as the fundamental proposition of the
Secret Doctrine, this metaphysical ONE avsoLvte or Be-ness, From
this “Causeless Cause” the occultist derives the “First Cause,” or the
Logos (the I¥ord of St. John), for the “first” cannot be the Absolute
because it is conditioned and finite, and is but a manifestation of the
Absolute. But as soon as we pass from this phase of thought, which
to us is absolute negation, duality begins, in the contrast of Spirit (or
Consciousness) and Matter, Subject and Object. These arc the first
of what the Eastern philosophers have called “the pairs of opposites;”
but Spirit and Matter arc not to be regarded as independent realitics,
but rather as two aspects of the Logos, constituting the basis of con-
ditioned Being. Apart from Universal Substance, or that which under-
lies (sub stans) Matter in all its grades of differentiation, Universal
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Thought (the root of all individual consciousness) could not manifest
itself as that individual consciousness without a vehicle of matter,
because at a certain stage of development, a physical basis is necessary
to focus a ray of the Universal Mind. And apart from Universal
Thought, Universal Substance would remain an empty abstraction.

Duality therefore is the very essence, as it were, of the Existence
of the manifested Universe. But just as the opposite poles of Spirit
and Matter are but aspects of the One Unity in which they are synthe-
sised, 50 there exists in the manifested universe the guiding power of
all manifestation, the “Thought Divine,” transmitted and made mani-
fest through the intelligent Forces which are the architects of the
visible world, Thus from Spirit—or Universal Thought—comes our
consciousness ; from Universal Substance the several vehicles in which
that consciousness is individualised and attains to self-consciousness;
while the Divine Energy in its varied manifestations, is the mysterious
link between Mind and Matter, the animating principle electrifying
every atom into life,

(B.) The second fundamental axiom affirms the eternity of
the whole Universe as a boundless plane, the periodical field of
numberless universes. “The Pilgrim"—the title given to the Monad
or Unit of consciousness during its cycle of incarnations—is the only
eternal principle in us, being an indivisible part of the Universal Spirit.
Furthermore “the appearance and disappearance of Worlds, is like a
regular tidal ebb of fux and reflux.” This is a manifestation of the
absolute universality of the law of periodicity recorded in all depart-
ments of nature.

(C.) Thirdly, the Secret Doctrine insists upon the identity of all
Souls with the Universal Over-Soul, itself an aspect of the Unknown
Root, and (D.) the obligatory pilgrimage of every Soul through “the
cycle of Necessity” or incarnation, in accordance with cyclic and
Karmic law. In other words, no purely divine Soul can have an inde-
pendent conscions existence before it has passed through, (first) every
elemental form of the phenomenal world of that cycle of existence to
which it belongs, and (second) has acquired its individuality, first by
natural impulse and then by self-devised efforts modified by its Karma,
thus ascending through all degrees of intelligence from that of the
mineral to that of the holiest archangel. The pivotal doctrine of the
esoteric philosophy admits no privileges or special gifts in any man,
except those won by his own Ego through personal effort during a long
series of reincarnations. This is the greatest point of difference between
the “orthodox” and the theosophical systems, the one dependent on the
sacrifice of an innocent being for the sake of a humanity doomed from
the beginning to sin and evil, the other holding that man alone can
work out his own salvation, and that every step is conditioned by
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immutable Law. The orthodox view of the atonement is, of course,
but the outer and exoteric dogma, the esoteric doctrine is the inner and
spiritual teaching. But this is not the place to do more than suggest
the difference between the two conceptions, and we will now pass on
to the study of the Stanzas in the first volume of the Secret Doctrine.
The Secret Doctrine itself is based upon these Stanzas, taken from an
archaic MS. known as The Book of Dsyan (phonetically Djan). It is
written in Senzar, the secret sacerdotal tongue known to all priests and
initiates, and is the original work from which the oldest religious books
of all nations were compiled.

The history of cosmic evolution is traced in these Stanzas, and is,
s0 to speak, an abstract formula of that evolution—not an account of
all its stages and transformations. It is a formula which can be
applied to all evolution, from that of the earth upward in an ever-ascend-
ing scale. Having described the evolution of the earth and of man,
and the history of the Races from the First down to our own (the
Fiith) in the Fourth Round, the old book goes no further, but stops
with the beginning of the Black Age, and the death of Krishna, just
(in 1907) 5008 years ago. It must be remembered that the first seven
Stanzas treat only of the cosmogony of our own planetary system and
what is visible around it after a period of dissolution and re-absorption
into the Divine Life of the Universe in accordance with the law of
periodicity before-mentioned. It seems needless to remind the student
that each great Cycle of Existence is called a Manvantara, and is divided
into seven Rowunds during which the Monad goes through the sum total
of experience possible upon this planet, circling down through matter,
which becomes grosser with each Round, and then having to reascend
through ever finer and purer grades to Spirit. Each Round is the
home, so to speak, of seven Races of men, and these again are divided
into Sub-races and Family Races. The seven Stanszas then of The
Secret Doctrine, Vol. 1, describe the seven great stages of evolution
spoken of in the Purdnas as “the Seven Creations,” and in the Bible
as “the Seven Days of Creation.”

I, The first Stansa describes the ONE ALL before the first flutter
of reawakened manifestation. And here we are warned that any descrip-
tion of such a state is impossible; it can only be symbolised, or suggested
by the negatives of all those most abstract attributes which men feel,
rather than conceive. “Alone, the One form of existence stretched
boundless, infinite, causeless, in dreamless sleep; and Life pulsated
unconscious n universal Space.”

II. The second stage of cvolution is to a Western mind so like
the first, that the student's intuition only can enable him to grasp the
meamng of the allegorical terms used, In fact all these Stanzas appeal
to the inner faculties, rather than to those of the ordinary physical brain.
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I1I.  Stanza III continues the description of the re-awakening of
the Universe after a period of Cosmic Night, and depicts the coming
forth of the Monads from their state of absorption within the Oxe,
and the emergence of the New Life, the manifested Logos, from the
depths of the great Dark Waters.

IV. Stanza IV shows the differentiation of the “Germ” of the
Universe into the septenary hierarchy of conscious Divine Powers, who
are the active manifestation of the One Supreme Power, They are the
intelligent Beings who adjust and control evolution, as they embody in
themselves those mamifestations of the One Law which we know as
“the laws of Nature” This stage of evolution is spoken of in Hindu
mythology as “the creation of the Gods.”

V. In Stanza V the process of world-formation is described; first,
diffused Cosmic Matter, then “the fiery whirlwind," the first stage in the
formation of a nebula. That nebula condenses, and after passing through
varions transformations, forms a planet or a solar system, as the case
may be. “The Deity becomes a Whirlwind”; that is, Eternal vibration
in the Unmanifested, changes to vertical motion in the manifested, The
Whirlwind is also identified with Fohat, “Wisdom becomes Fohat,”
says the Commentary on Stanza V. Fohat the Spirit of Life, is the
Divine Life and Love, the Logos, the potential Creative Power, the
active Creative Power, cosmic Motion, cosmic Electricity, ete., etc.,
according to the plane on which it acts, and the sense in which the term
is used. As in the most ancient Greek cosmogony, Eros is the third
person of the primeval Trinity (Chaos, Gaea, and Eros), and has noth-
ing in common with Anteros or Cupid, so Fohat is one thing in the
unmanifested Universe, and quite another in the physical world. In the
unmanifested Universe, Fohat is simply the potential creative power,
an abstract philosophical idea. In the manifested universe he is the
oceult, electric, vital power, which under the will of the Creative Logos
gives to all forms that impulse which in time becomes Law. As Divine
Love (Eros) the electric power of affinity (chemical and otherwise)
is shown allegorically as trying to bring pure Spirit into union with
the Sotl, the two constituting in man the Moxap, and in Nature the
first link between the ever-unconditioned and the manifested, Fohat is
the “Spirit” of Evectricity, which is the LiF of the Universe.

VI. Stanza VI indicates the next step in the formation of such
a world as ours, and brings the history of its evolution down (o its
Fourth great period (or Round), that in which we are now living. With
the fourth verse of Stanza VI, ends that portion of the Stanzas relating to
universal Cosmogony. From this verse on, the Stanzas are concerned
only with our solar system in general, and the history of our globe in
particular. The cosmic periods that separate these verses are of
immense duration.
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VII. Stansa VII continues the history of the earth and of the
Creative Powers, and traces the descent of life down to the appearance
of Man upon this planet. This ends Vol. I of the Secret Doctrine, while
the development of “Man,” from his first appearance on this earth in
this Round, forms the subject of Vol. I

The commas inclosing “Man" in the last sentence, are very signifi-
cant, and point to a condition or conditions of being quite different
from anything we should call man. The Commentary on this verse
says that Mankind in its first prototypal shadowy form, is the offspring
of the Elohim (creative spirits) of Life; in its physical aspect it is the
direct progeny of the lowest Spints of the Earth; for its moral, psychic
and spiritual nature it is indebted to a group of divine Beings whose
name and characteristics will be given hereafter.

But man's physical development took place at the expense of the
spiritual inner man and nature. The three middle principles of earth
and man became with every race more material, the Soul stepping back
to make room for the physical intellect; the essence of elements becom-
ing the material and compound elements now known.

It were an impossible task to give in a few pages even the merest
outline of the Secret Doctrine, and all that can be done here is to set up
a few guide-posts, as it were, to point out the way to the student, The
all-important teaching, the corner-stone of the temple, is the Unity of
all things with the Divine, and when this has become a conviction, it
dominates the whole structure, and we realise that we are indeed “a
temple not built with hands, eternal in the heavens."

And now to turn our attention to a few of the most important
details that describe the evolution of ourselves and our environment,

In the first place we are struck by the omnipresence of the number
seven, which meets us at every turn, and which it is quite unnecessary
to emphasize here. But after a long and careful comparison of these cor-
respondences, it seemed that the principal reason for the importance of
this number lay in its relation to life, and in one of the many hidden
places of the Secret Doctrine was found an explanation of the mystery
in the statement that in our world the rhythm of life is in sezens,
because that is the rhythm of our Mother the Moon, who in dying
imparted her life to her child the Earth, according to the great Karmic
law, Other planets and stars and solar systems, have other rates of
vibration: in them the rhythm of life throbs faster or slower as the
case may be. The Sun is the heart of our solar system, and there is a
regular circulation of the Life Essence throughout that system, like
that of the blood in the body, the Sun contracting as rhythmically at
every return of that essence, as the human heart does, only instead of
a few seconds, it takes the solar blood ten or eleven years to make its
rounds. See the scientific theory of the recurrence of sun-spots.
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With Stanzg VI we begin the study of the elements, seven in
all, although only four are yet fully manifested, the fifth only in
part, as we are barely within the second half of the Fourth Round,
and the Fifth element can only manifest fully in the Fifth Round. With
each Round, or cycle of existence, a new element develops, but in
accordance with the general law, not suddenly, but gradually, and over-
lapping, as it were, those already known, and those belonging to the
future. The element of the present or Fourth Round, 15, of course,
Earth, the lowest and most material point of our evolution, and as we
pass that point and the balance turns towards Spirit, Ether, the element
of the Iifth Round, manifests itself in various ways, and day by day
brings some new quality into use.

But, differentiated as they were in the beginning, these elements
were not the compound bodies known to the science of to-day. Occult-
ism has always taught that the recognised chemical elements of to-day
wiil sooner or later be found to be only modifications of a single mate-
rial element, and also that in reality there is neither Spirit nor Matter,
but simply numberless aspects of the ever-hidden One,

Neither the stars nor the sun can be said to be made up of those
terrestrial elements with which science 15 familiar, though they, and a
host more, still unknown, are all present in the outer robes of the sun,
And our globe has its own special laboratory, on the far-away outskirts
of its atmosphere, crossing which every atom and molecule differentiates
from its primordial nature, The essence of cometary matter, for
instance, is totally devoid of any of the characteristics with which
science is acquainted, and even that matter, during its rapid passage
through our atmosphere, undergoes certain changes in its nature,

Metaphysically and esoterically there is but Oxe Evement, and at
the root of it is the Deity; and the so-called seven elements of which
five have already manifested, are the garment, the veil of that Deity,
direct from whose Essence comes Man, whether physically, mentally,
or spiritually considered. Fire, Air, Water, Earth, are but the visible
garb, the symbols of the invisible Souls or Spirits, the Cosmic Gods.
The hierarchies of these potencies or Forces, have been classified on a
graduated scale of seven from the ponderable to the imponderable,
They are septenary in their real cosmic gradation, from their chemical
(or physical) to their purely spiritual composition.

Akasa, Divine Flame, Ether, Fire, Air, Water, Earth, are the
cosmic, sidereal, psychic, spiritual, and mystical principles, pre-eminently
occnlt on every plane of being.

After this enumeration of the elements, Stanza VI says that “Fohat
builds seven small worlds revolving, one giving birth to the other. He
builds them in the likeness of older worlds.,” This doctrine of the seven
small worlds, or the “Planetary Chain,” so-called, was at first taken in
altogether too material a sense; and was understood to mean a string of
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globes, of which our earth was the lowest and most material, instead of
seven states of matter and consciousness, through which our earth must
pass, on its way to purification, so that the fourth Globe corresponds
to the fourth Round as a condition of being. The Earth was described
as on the fourth and lowest, because the most material, plane of matter,
and as the organs of perception are always adjusted to the medium
in which they function, it naturally follows that we can normally per-
ceive only material things, unless we are gifted with those higher senses
which are only to be the ordinary possession of a future Humanity.
Therefore any planets or stars which are visible to us must be on the
same plane of matter as our own,

Qur Earth, as the visible representative of its invisible “chain of
globes” (or states of matter and consciousness) has to live like the
others, through seven Rounds or life-cycles, During the first three it
forms and consolidates; during the fourth it settles and hardens; during
the last three, it gradually returns to its first ethereal form; it is spiritu-
alised, s0 to speak. First the descent into matter, then the re-ascent to
Spirit: this is the history of man, of planets, of solar systems,

When a “planetary chain” (that is, a planet composed of these seven-
fold conditions of matter and consciousness), is in its last “Round,” or
cycle of life, before finally dying out it sends all its energy into a neutral
centre of latent force, and thereby calls into activity a new nucleus of
undifferentiated matter. Thus the Moon poured forth all her higher
principles into the Earth, finally transferring to the Earth's most mate-
rial and lowest condition, her life-forces and powers, while she herself
became virtually a dead planet, in which rotation has almost ceased.

Among the many septennates we encounter, are the seven kingdoms
of Nature; first, three degrees of elementals or nascent centres of forces,
which range from complete unconsciousness up to semi-perception; then
the mineral kingdom, the tuming-point of evolution; then three stages
on the ascending, objective physical side; physical meaning here differ-
entiated for cosmic purposes, but quite subjective to us on our plane.

It is evident then, that we have in the seven kingdoms of nature,
three separate schemes of evolution which are interwoven and inter-
blended at every point, the Monadic, or Spiritual, the Intellectual, and
the Physical. These three are the finite aspects or reflections, on the
field of cosmic illusion, of the OxE ReaLity.

The Monadic Evolution is concerned with the growth and develop-
ment of the Monad into self-consciousness. This of course, refers to
the individual Monads or Egos, in conjunction with—

The Intellectual Evolution, represented by the Solar Spirits (or
Ancestors) ; the pivers of intelligence and consciousness to man, and the

Physical Evolution represented by the astral shadows of the Lunar
Spirits (or Ancestors), around which Nature has built the present
physical body.



156 THEOSOPHICAL QUARTERLY

Each of these three systems has its own laws, and is ruled and
guided by different sets of the higher Intelligences, and it is the union
of these three streams in his nature, that makes man the complex being
he now is. Man, or rather his Monad, has existed on the earth from
the very beginning of this Round. But up to our own Fifth Race, the
external shapes which covered those divine astral doubles, changed and
consolidated with every sub-race; the physical structure of the fauna
and flora of the earth changing with it, as they had to be adapted to
the ever-shifting conditions of life on this globe during the geological
periods of its formative cycle. And thus they will go on changing with
every Root-race, and every chief Sub-race, down to the last one of the
Seventh in this Round.

Every Round repeats on a higher scale the evolutionary work of
the preceding Round. With the exception of some of the higher anthro-
poids, the Monadic inflow or inner evolution, is at an end until the next
cycle of existence.

In the infancy of the Third Race, while they were yet in a state of
purity, the “Sons of Wisdom” who had incarnated in that race pro-
duced by will-power a progeny called “the Sons of Will and Yoga."
It was not a Race, this progeny, but the living Tree of Divine Wisdom.
There were other “Sons of Will and Yoga" produced by a second
spiritual effort, but the first one remains to this day the One and the
Supreme. It is he who holds spinitual sway over the initiated Adepts
throughout the world. He is the Initiator, called “the Great Sacrifice,”
for sitting at the threshold of LicaT he looks into it from the circle of
Darkness which he will not eross; nor will he quit his post till the last
day of his life-cycle, because the lonely pilgrims on their way back to
their home are never sure of not losing their way in this limitless desert
of illusion called earth-life. The Watchers or the Builders, are the
Guardian Spirits who reigned over man through the whole period of
the Golden Age, and furnished the many and various nations with their
divine Kings and Leaders. They had finished their own cycle on the
Earth and other worlds in the preceding Rounds, and the elect of our
humanity will take their places in future life-cycles when they shall
have risen to higher systems than ours.

The teaching is then, that in order to become a divine, fully-
conscious god—even the highest—the primeval spiritual Intelligences
must pass through the human stage. And this does not apply to man-
lind alone, but to all Intelligences that have reached their appropriate
equilibrium between Matter and Spirit as we have, ever since the middle
point of the fourth Root-race of the fourth Round was passed. Each
Entity must win for itself the right to become divine through its own
experience,

The refusal to admit, in the whole solar system, of the existence
of any other intellectual beings on the human plane, is the greatest con-



A SUMMARY OF THE SECRET DOCTRINE 157

ceit of the age. All that science has a right to affirm is, that there are
no invisible Intelligences living under the same conditions as men. It
cannot deny the possibility of there being worlds within worlds under
totally different conditions from our own, nor can it deny that there
may be a certain limited communication between some of those worlds
and ours. To the highest of these worlds, we are taught, belong the
seven purely divine Spirits; to the six lower ones belong hierarchies
that can occasionally be seen and heard by men.

The highest group of the hierarchy of Creative Powers, is composed
of the “divine Flames," the first and last of which, are collectively, the
Logos. “The highest group is also spoken of as ‘the Fiery Lions,
and the ‘Lions of Life,’ whose esotericism is securely hidden in the
zodiacal sign of Leo” (Life). This is one of the dark sayings occasion-
ally thrown out, upon which the student may sharpen his wits. At the
Divine FLAME are lit the three descending groups. Having their poten-
tial being in the higher group, they now become distinct and separate
entities.

The celestial Beings of the second Order are still formless, but
more definitely substantial. They are the prototypes of the incarnating
Monads, and through them passes the Ray, furnished by them with its
future vehicle, the divine Soul (Buddhi).

The third Order corresponds to Spirit, Soul, and Intellect (Atma,
Buddhi, Manas).

The fourth Order are substantial Entittes. This is the highest
group among the atomic forms, and the nursery of the human, con-
scious, spiritual Souls, They are called the “Units of Life,” and con-
stitute, through the order below their own, the great mystery of human,
conscious, and intellectual being. For the latter are the field wherein
lies concealed the germ that will fall into generation. That germ will
become the spiritual potency in the physical cell that guides the develap-
ment of the embryo, and which is the cause of all heredity. This inner
soul of the physical cell—this “spiritual plasm” that dominates the
germinal plasm, is the key that some day must open the gates of the
terra incognita of the biologist.

The fifth Order is a very mysterious one, and is supposed to contain
in itself the dual attributes of both the spiritual and the physical aspects
of the universe, the two poles, so to speak, of the Universal Intelligence,
and of the dual nature of man, the spiritual and the physical.

The sixth and seventh Orders partake of the lower qualities of the
Quaternary. They are conscious, etherial Entities as invisible as ether.
They are Nature-Spirits or Elementals, of countless kinds and varie-
ties. They are all subject to Karma, and have to work it out in every
cycle. The sixth Order, moreover, remains almost inseparable from
man, who draws from it his mental and psychic principles, all his prin-
ciples, in fact, but his spirit and his body. It is the Divine Ray alone
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that proceeds directly from “the One.” Stanza VII says: “Through
the countless rays, the Life-ray, the One, proceeds like a thread through
many beads, Life precedes Form, and Life survives the last atom of
Form” (in the external body).

This verse expresses the conception of a life-thread running through
many generations, That is to say, the spiritual potency in the physical
cell, guides the development of the embryo, and 15 the cause of all the
hereditary faculties and qualities of man. It is the “eternal cell” of
Weismann, plus “the spiritual potency.” “The functions of the Uni-
versal Life on this earth, are of a fivefold character, In the mineral
atom it 1 connected with the lowest principle of the Spirits of the earth
(the sixfold Spirits) ; in the vegetable particle with their second prin-
ciple, prang or individual life; in the animal with both these, plus the
third and fourth, the astral body and the emotional nature; in man the
germ must receive the fruition of all the five principles, the fifth being
Mind, or the Intellectual Soul, Otherwise he wili be born no higher
than an animal, a congenital idiot.” Thus in man alone is the Unit of
Life complete. As to his seventh principle, Aima, or the Divine Ray,
it is but one ray of the universal Sun. Each rafional creature receives
but the temporary loan of that which has to return to its source, while
the physical body is shaped by the lowest terrestrial lives, through
physical, chemical, and physiological evolution, “The Blessed Ones
have nought to do with the purgations of matter.” (Chaldean Book of
Numbers.)

The greatest problem of philosophy relates to the physical and
substantial nature of life, which is denied by modern science. The
believers alone in Karma and reincarnation, dimly perceive that the
whole secret of Life is in the unbroken series of its manifestations,
whether in or apart from the physical body.

On our nascent globe, the Monad or Unit of Life, is first of all
shot down by the law of evolution into the lowest form of matter, the
mineral. After a sevenfold gyration in the stone (or rather in that
which will become metal and stone in the fourth Round) it creeps out
of it into some low form of vegetable life, say the lichen, Passing
thence through all the other grades of vegetable matter, into what is
termed animal matter, it has now reached the point at which it has
become the germ, so to speak, of the animal that will develop into
physical man. All this, up to the fourth Round, is formless as matter,
and senseless as mind. For the Monad, or Unit of Life per se, cannot
even he called Spirit; it is a ray, a breath of the Logos, which having
no relations with conditions and relative finiteness, is unconscious on
this plane.

Therefore, besides the material which will be needed for its future
human form, the Monad requires (a) a spiritual model or prototype
for that material to thape itself upon, and (b) an intelligent conscious-
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ness to guide its evolution and progress, neither of which is possessed
by senseless though living matter, nor by the homogeneous Monad. It
is only when from a potential androgyne, man has become separated
into male and female, that he can be endowed with a conscious, rational,
individual Soul, the Mind-soul, to receive which he has to eat of the
fruit of Knowledge from the Tree of Good and Evil.

The rudimentary man of the first two and a half Races, was only
the first—gradually developing into the most perfect—of mammals,
therefore when the hour strikes, the Celestial (solar) Ancestors, Entities
from previous worlds, step in on our plane, (as the Lunar Ancestors
had stepped in before them for the formation of physical or animal
man) and incarnate in the bodies prepared for them.

Each new Round develops one of the compound elements known
to science. Thus the first Round, we are taught, developed but one
-Element, and a nature and humanity in what may be called "one dimen-
sional Space.”” The second Round brought forth and developed two
elements, Fire and Air, and its humamty—if we can give that name to
beings living under conditions unknown to us—was a two dimensional
species, to use again a familiar phrase in a strictly figurative sense.
The expression may be regarded, on one plane of thought, as equivalent
to the second characteristic of matter, corresponding to the second per-
ceptive faculty or sense of man, “From the second Round,” says the
Commentary, “Earth, hitherto a foetus in the matrix of Space, began
its real existence; it had developed individual sentient Life, its second
principle” (in the septenary division). “The second corresponds to the
sixth principle (the Spiritual Soul); the latter is life continuous; the
former, life temporary.” The centres of consciousness of the Third
Round, destined to develop inte humanity as we know it, arrived at a
perception of the third element, Water. Those of the fourth Round
have added Earth as a state of matter to their stock, as well as the other
three elements in their present condition. None of the so-called Ele-
ments were in the same condition in the three preceding Rounds, as
they are now. They could not have remained the same, for Nature is
never stationary during the great Cycle (of Life), and every form of
life, including Man, is always adapting its organism to the then reigning
elements. It will only be in the next, or fifth Round, that the fifth
element, Ether, will be as familiar to all men as Air is now. And only
during that Round will those higher senses, the growth and develop-
ment of which Ether subserves, be susceptible of complete expansion,
A partial familiarity with the next characteristic of matter, permeability,
which should develop concurrently with the sixth sense (let us call it
normal clairvoyance), may be expected to develop at the proper periorl
in the Afth Round. But with the new element added to our resources
in the next Round, permeability will become so manifest a character-
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istic of matter that its densest forms will seem to man's perceptions
no more obstructive than a thick fog.

Since this was published in 1888, the Roentgen ray photographs
have shown us that such effects are possible even now. Elsewhere
we are told that the conditions of life and the elements themselves in
the Sixth and Seventh Rounds, are so entirely outside of our present
state of consciousness, that it is impossible even to name them.

“Who forms Man, and who forms his body?" asks Stamza VII,
and the answer is—"the Lirg, and the Lives” Here mon stands for
the spiritual, heavenly man, the real and immortal Ego. The Com-
mentary says: “Fire alone is OxE, on the plane of the One Reality; on
that of manifested, hence illusive being, its particles are fiery Lives,
which live and have their being at the expense of every other life which
they consume. Therefore they are named the Devourers. . . . Every
visible thing in this Universe was built by such Lives, from conscious
and divine primordial man, down to the unconscious agents that con-
struct matter, and disintegrate and differentiate the germs of other
lives in the elements.”

Thus Occultism disposes of the so-called Azoic (lifeless) Age of
science, for it shows that there never was a time when there was no
life upon the Earth. Wherever there is an atom of matter, a particle
or a molecule, even in the most gaseous condition, there is life in it,
however latent and unconscious. Whatsoever quits the neutral state,
becomes active life.

We are taught that every physiological change, all diseases, and all
the obstructive phenomena of life, are due to those unseen Creators and
Destroyers, that are called in such a loose and general way microbes.
It might be supposed that the microbes of science are identical with the
“fiery lives,” but this is not true. The “fiery lives” are the seventh and
highest division of the plane of matter, and correspond in the individual
with the One Life of the universe, but only on that plane, the lowest
in the cosmos. The microbes of science are the first and lowest sub-
division on the second plane—that of material life. The preservation
and destruction of the physical body of man, are due to the alternate
functions of the “fery lives,” as “builders” and “destroyers.”

Thus proceed the cycles of septenary evolution in septennial Nature.
1. The spiritual or divine; 2. The psychic or semi-divine; 3. The
intellectval ; 4. The passional; 5. The instinctual; 6. The semi-corporeal ;
7. The purely material or physical nature. The lowest, of course, is
the one dependent upon, and subservient to, our five physical senses,
which are, in truth, seven,

The Universe manifests periodically, in order that through the Ever-
Becoming, every cosmic atom passing from the formless and intangible
down to matter in full generation, and then back again, re-ascending
at each period nearer to the final goal—that each atom may reach
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through individual merits ond efforts, that plane where it re-becomes
the one, unconditioned ALL,

The fundamental Law is that system upon which is hung the
philosophy of all the rest. It is the omnipresent Reality, impersonal
because it contains all and everything. [ts impersonality is o funda-
mendal conception of the system. It is latent in every atom of the
Universe, and is the Universe itself.

The Universe is the periodical manifestation of this unknown
Absolute Essence. 1t is best described as neither Spinit nor Matter,
but both.

The Universe—with everything in it—is called IrLusiox, because
all is temporary therein. Yet the Universe is real enough to the con-
scious beings in it, which are as unreal as it is itself,

Everything in the Universe, throughout all its Kingdoms, is cox-
scrous, that is endowed with a consciousness of its own kind, and on
its own plane of perception. Because we cannot perceive any signs
of consciousness in stones, for instance, we have no right to say that
none exists, (Especially as we are told that the consciousness of each
thing is of a special kind, and is active on its own plane of perception,
As H. P. B. says elsewhere: “In relation to its own plane of conscious-
ness and perception, the ant has as good an intellect as ours, and over
and above instinct, shows very high reasoning powers.” Trans.
B. Lodge, I, 13.)

The Universe is worked and guided from within outwards. We
see that every exfernal motion is produced and preceded by internal
emotion, will, and thought. As no outward motion or change in man’s
external body can take place, when normal, unless provoked by an
inward impulse given through emotion, will or thought, so with the
external or manifested Universe. The whole Kosmos is guided, con-
trolled, and animated by an almost endless series of hierarchies of
sentient Beings, each having a mission to perform, They vary
infinitely in their respective degrees of intelligence, for each of these
Beings either was, or is to be, a man, if nat in the present, then in a
past or future life-cycle. They are either incipient or perfected men,
and differ morally from terrestrial human beings, only in being devoid
of the feeling of personality, and the human emotional nature,

It is on the acceptance of the theory of the Unity of all in Nature
in its ultimate Essence, that mainly rests the belief in the existence
of other conscious beings around us besides the spirits of the dead. It
is on the right comprehension of the primeval evolution of Spirit-
Matter and its real Essence that the student has to depend for the only
sure clue which can guide his subsequent studies.

There is but one indivisible and absolute Omniscence and Intelli-
gence in the Universe, but the first differentiation of its reflection in
the manifested world is purely spiritual, and the beings generated in it
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can have no human consciousness till they have acquired it, personally
and individually,

The whole order of Nature evinces a progressive march towards
a higher life. The whole process of evolution, with its endless adapta-
tions, is a proof of the design in the action of the seemingly blindest
forces, and shows that what is called “unconscions Nature"” is in
reality an aggregate of forces manipulated by semi-intelligent Beings,
guided by high Planetary Spirits, whose collective aggregate forms the
manifested [Vord of the unmanifested Logos, and constitutes at one
and the same time, the Mixp of the Universe, and its immutable Law.

Karnarive Hiorasn,
(To be continned.)

“In every age there have been Sages who had mastered the absolute
and yet could teach but relative iruths. For none yet born of mortal
woman in our race, has, or conld have given out, the whole and the final
Truth to another man; for every one of us has to find that (1o himt) final
Knowledge in himself. As no two minds can be absolutely alike, each
has to receive Supreme illumination through itself, according to its
capacity, and from no human light, The greatest adept living can reveal
of the Universal Truth only so much as the mind he is impressing it upon
can assimilate, and no more.”

H. P. B. in Lucifer, Vol. 1. p. 426.



